
Welcome to Winter! I know there are those of you out there who much prefer the warmer 

months, but keep in mind the footy lovers are enjoying the game they love and support.  

Winter is my season, but maybe I am in the minority. Enough of my self indulgence, and 

please enjoy the content of this latest Newsletter, because as usual, there is so much 

information to keep you up to date, and involved. Enjoy! 

- Leonore Scott, Editor 
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Renata OôBoyle is one of those people who makes an 
impression straight away - friendly, creative and quietly 
determined. Born in Bologna, Italy, Renata moved to 
Australia at the age of 14 to join family already living here. 
Today, she is a much-valued member of the Beyond 
Blindness community, as well as a devoted wife, and 
mother to 2 adult children: a son and daughter. 
 
As a teenager, Renata began noticing that something 
wasnôt quite right with her vision when she struggled to 
read the blackboard at school. A couple of years later, at 
age 18, she was officially diagnosed with several eye 
conditions, including retinopathy of prematurity, tunnel 
vision, lack of depth perception, cataracts, and vision in 
her left eye only. 
 
In the 1980s, Renata registered to become a Life Member 
of the Blind Welfare Association of SA, and signed up to 
their craft group at the Gilles Plains centre, for social 
connection, and quickly found a place where her creativity 
could flourish. She came along to three groups a week, 
and her love of making and creating has never faded. 
Crochet remains her main passion, and one of her 
proudest achievements is a handmade jumper created 
over the course of a year from carefully crocheted 
squares. Next on her list: a cardigan, perhaps to be 
finished by next Winter? 
 
Craft has been part of Renataôs life since early childhood. ñI was taught to crochet simple squares by my 
Mama at 4 years old. A family friend, Mrs Trotta, taught me more advanced techniques, such as knitting 
baby clothes: beanies, booties and jumpsuits. These days I watch YouTube videos to learn new 
techniques.ò Over the past 12 months, Renata has kept her hands and mind busy with an impressive 
range of projects, including diamond art, magnets, rock painting, paint-by-numbers, coasters and word 
searches. She even enjoys hiding painted rocks on walks with her 9-year-old Beagle/Poodle dog. In the 

future she is keen to try needle punching. ñI just love 
the satisfaction and relaxation that crafting brings. I 
nod off while doing it, but I can even still crochet 
while half asleep. It keeps my hands occupied and 
gives a feeling of achievement to create a finished 
product at the end.ò 
 
Renataôs creativity extends far beyond craft. Gifted 
with language, she has completed two degrees: 
Creative Writing and Literature, and Linguistics and 
Intercultural Communication. She also has a dream 
close to her heart: to write and publish a book about 
the many crafts she has completed over the years. ñI 
want to write a book about all the crafts Iôve 
completed and get it published. The late Trevor 
Frost was an inspiration for me. He encouraged me 
to aim for the sky.ò 
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Renata also enjoys getaways at the Beyond Blindness 
Glenelg Oaks Apartment Suite, where she makes the 
most of the nearby restaurants, live music and seaside 
atmosphere. The location holds special memories too. 
ñWhen my husband and I started dating, one of the first 
caf®s he took me to was at Glenelg, so being there is a 
lovely reminder of that time.ò Of course, Renata is never 
far from her latest project, often packing wool and needles 
so she can crochet while relaxing inside the Oaks 
Apartment. And for a little retail therapy? Her favourite 
stop is Spotlight - naturally! 

Are you a Beyond Blindness Member who would like to 
be interviewed for a future newsletter? Weôd love to share 
a bit about your life story, hobbies, and which Beyond 
Blindness services you engage with. Please contact our 
Campbelltown office to express your interest.  
Call 8367 6088. 

Our Peer Support Program, which is a partnership between 

See Differently with the Royal Society for the Blind and Beyond 

Blindness, helps people with vision loss access and navigate 

services, build confidence and independence, and effectively 

advocate for their right to exercise choice and control over their 

lives, including the supports they receive. 

 

Weôll connect you with trained peer supporters who have lived 

experience and have completed extensive training to ensure 

theyôre fully equipped to offer the best possible support. 

 

Anyone in South Australia experiencing sudden or deteriorating 

vision loss can join the Peer Support Program - no referral is 

required. The sessions are free and will be held via telephone 

to ensure accessibility, regardless of location. 

 

For more information Contact See Differently: 

Email: PeerSupport@SeeDifferently.org.au 

Phone: 1300 944 306 
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Term 3 2026 
(July - October 2026) 
 
To allow everyone the opportunity to join in our Unique Experiences; 
transport might be offered for Life Members in the North, West, Central/
East and South areas. However, we would greatly appreciate if family 
members/support workers could send Members to meeting locations.  
 
As most activities are managed by volunteers, participants should be 
able to move independently over some distance and manage their own 
care when joining activities. Should Members require additional 
assistance, do come with a support worker or carer.  
 
All activities are subject to a minimum number of participants and to 
changes. 
 
To register: contact your regionôs Member Engagement Officer (MEO): 
§ North: Jen: jmusolino@beyondblindness.org.au or 0403 451 817 
§ South: Lachlan: lwarne@beyondblindness.org.au or 8556 6228  
§ Central/East: Marian: mphuah@beyondblindness.org.au or 8367 
6088 

§ West: Frank: fcirillo@beyondblindness.org.au or 8367 6088  
 
 
 
 

Employment Talk by See Differently - Empower Yourself 
David Plummer from See Differently, who has 17 years of experience 
working in Disability Employment Services (now Inclusive Employment 
Australia), has kindly agreed to conduct a session for Members about 
finding employment. Some of the topics he will cover: 
 
§ How to find employment 
§ How to put together a resume or video for job applications 
§ What to do before an interview 
§ Mindset for employment 
§ What See Differently Employment Services offers 
§ Any other questions 
 
To register, please email/contact: 
Marian: mphuah@beyondblindness.org.au or 8367 6088 
Lachlan: LWarne@beyondblindness.org.au or 8556 6228 
 
Date: Friday 14th August 2026 
Venue: Beyond Blindness Campbelltown Social Centre 
516 Lower North East Road, Campbelltown, SA 
Time: 10.30am ï 12:30pm 
Cost: $5 per member for refreshments 
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Great White Killer Escape Room 
Weôre organising a special experience for Members to try an escape 
room; where you solve puzzles and mysteries to ñescapeò from a room. 
Donôt worry, we will not tie you down! Mostlyé Depending on number of 
participants, Members will be split into 2 groups with a volunteer to 
assist. Each session lasts about 1 hour.  
 
The mystery? Locked in a shark cage on the ocean floor - can you 
escape the Great White Killer? A dive crew has disappeared off the 
coast of Port Lincoln, and Captain Rocks claims they were taken by 
Great White Sharks. There are rumours that he and his crew were on the 
hunt for lost treasure, and you and your team of detectives think 
something smells fishyé 
 
Under the guise of being his new crew, you are taking a cage dive with 
Captain Rocks to investigate. Are there really killer sharks on the loose, 
or is it something more sinister? Escape the shark cage and solve the 
case before the sharks come circlingé 
Minimum of 5 members & maximum of 10 members. 
We will be happy to organise sessions on different days if more 
Members are interested.  
 
Date: Friday 21st August 2026. Escape Room Time:10.30 -12.30pm/1pm 
Venue: Escape Hunt Adelaide. Enter via Level 3/133 Rundle Mall, Twin 
St, Adelaide SA 5000. Cost: $35 per member 
Coffee/Brunch: a Caf® in Rundle Mall 
 

Nolton Park Horses Healing Hearts Visit    
Our rescheduled session has been locked in. And we hope for good 
weather this time! We have planned a special visit for Members to Nolton 
Park to visit the mini therapy horses and spend some time in the quiet 
and serene presence of these gentle and happy horses, Moet and Bella. 
Their Manager has kindly arranged for Members to pet the horses, brush 
them down and lead them for a short walk. They have also kindly offered 
to provide morning tea of tea, coffee and homemade muffins/scones. 
 
Nolton Park Horses Healing Hearts is Australiaôs largest miniature 
therapy horse charity. Each year, their tiny horses visit over 20,000 
adults and children in hospitals, hospices, and aged care facilities 
around Adelaide. 
 
Please register via online form: 
https://b1937.infoodle.com/f/
NoltonParkHorsesHealingHeartsVisit  
 
Or use this QR code to access the form: 
 
Or contact Member Engagement Officers 
Marian, Lachlan, Jen or Frank. 
 
Date: Friday 28th August 2026. Visit Time: 10:30am - 12:30pm 
Venue: Lenswood 
Lunch: 12pm to 2pm at Otto Bakery, 9/11 Mount Barker Rd, Hahndorf SA  
Visit Cost: $20 per participant (Includes horse visit activities and morning 
tea). Free for Support Workers and Carers. Minimum of 10 paying 
participants. 
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Adelaide Space Centre Tour 
Join us for a guided visit to the Australian Space Discovery Centre, where Members will enjoy a short 
presentation and explore the Space Gallery and exhibition areas. Space Communicators will guide the 
group throughout the visit, providing verbal descriptions and tactile items where available. 
 
Website Link: https://www.space.gov.au/australian-space-discovery-centre 
 
Date: Friday 25th Sep 2026 
Visit Time: 10am - 11:15am 
Venue : Australian Space Discovery Centre- Lot Fourteen Ground floor 
McEwin Building. 364-370 North Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000 
Lunch: 12pm to 2pm. Lunch Venue To Be Advised 
Visit Cost: Free 
To register contact Lachlan. Phone: 8556 6228 
Central Members contact Marian. Phone: 8367 6088 
 
 
 

Beyond Blindness Singing Activity 
We are looking to re-start a Singing Group for Members. Our lovely volunteer Liz Johinke has agreed to 
lead the group. 
 
Proposed initial day/dates: Tuesday 21st July & Tuesday 4th August 2026. Dates are To Be Confirmed 
Time: 10:30am - 12:30pm 
Venue: Campbelltown Social Centre, 516 Lower North East Road, Campbelltown, SA 
Cost: $5 per person for refreshments 
Please email Marian or call 8367 6088 to register or for queries. 
 
 
For more details about all Beyond Blindness activities in Term 3 2026, refer to the calendar at the end of 
this newsletter. 

Did you know that Beyond Blindness is entirely self-funded? We rely on 
generous donations of our supporters to fund our services for blind and vision-
impaired South Australians. If you would like to make a donation, or for more 
information about leaving a bequest, please get in touch. Beyond Blindness can 
also provide envelopes if you would like to make a charity donation in your loved 
oneôs honour. We value any amount, big or small.  
 
You can use this QR code with your phone or tablet, to be directed to the 
Beyond Blindness PayPal website and make a secure donation (PayPal account 
required.) You can donate as a once-off, or create a recurring donation.  
 
We are deeply grateful to all of our generous donors for your kindness and 
financial support. Your contributions make a meaningful difference and help us 
continue to support our Members.  
 
Contact the office on 8367 6088 or visit beyondblindness.org.au/donations  
for more information, or to donate online via PayPal. 

$ÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

https://www.space.gov.au/australian-space-discovery-centre
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On April 11th the Beyond Blindness Travel Club went to the National 
Museum at Victor Harbor and everyone thoroughly enjoyed that tour, 
then we went to Goolwa  Hotel for lunch and had a delicious meal.  
 
On May 9th, we went to the Aboriginal Cultural Centre at Port 
Adelaide, called Yitpi Yartapuultiku, which means ñSoul of Port 
Adelaide.ò Our guide was Willis, and we all found the guided walking 
tour and talk about the uses of the indigenous flora very interesting. 

Then we went to the 
Carlisle Tavern and had another very delicious lunch. We 
also have raffles and lucky cards where you have the 
chance of winning a prize or some money, we do this each 
time.   
 
Please read the activity calendar at the end of the newsletter 
if you would like to come along to any future Travel Club 
outings. We go out once a month on a Saturday. 
 
- Wendy Carter, Travel Club President. 
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Highlights of Leigh Creek trip: 1st - 5th June 2026 
 
We had an enjoyable trip and stayed at the Leigh Creek Outback Resort. 
The highlights of the trip were the tour of Farina, with a guide on each bus 
describing the history of the town. We also visited the underground wooden 
oven built in 1800s, still used today for baking bread. All the staff were 
volunteers. 
 
We also went to the Ochre Pits. It is a site significant to Aboriginal people in 
ceremonies including trade, medicine, art and burials. Colours of the pits 
changed according to the angle of the sun. We also enjoyed lunch at the 
amazing Copley Bush Bakery, popular for their Quandong pies. The next 

day we travelled to Marree Hotel 
where the Tom Kruse Mail truck 
was, and they also had a 
museum there. 
 
If you would like to come along 
on a future Overnight Trip, either as a Member or Volunteer Sight
-Guide, contact Wilma - Overnight Trips Coordinator by calling 
0488104354 or 8367 6088. 
Or email: trips@beyondblindness.org.au  
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On Friday 24th April 2026, a group of Beyond 
Blindness volunteers ran the sausage sizzle at the 
Windsor Gardens Bunnings. Although it was a warm 
day, the BBQ was held underground in the car park, 
keeping everyone comfortably out of the sun. 
 
While most of the volunteers were from 
Campbelltown, we were pleased to be joined by 
Michelle from Gawler. Michelle assisted while 
bringing the Gawler bus in to be swapped with the 
Campbelltown bus. Michelleôs help was greatly 
appreciated, and it was a wonderful opportunity for 
volunteers to meet and spend time with others they 

donôt usually volunteer alongside. 
 
The BBQ was a great success. As well as sharing information about Beyond Blindness, we served 
plenty of sausages and cold drinks, putting smiles on many faces throughout the day. 
 
We hope to hold more BBQs in the future, so please keep an eye out if youôd like to get involved - or 
support our volunteers by stopping by for a sausage and a drink. 
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Thatôs a wrap on National Volunteer Week at Beyond Blindness! 
 
On Friday 22nd May 2026, we came together over a special 
morning tea to recognise and celebrate our incredible volunteers 
- individuals who generously dedicate their time, skills, and 
energy to supporting our Members and our Organisation. 
 
It was a wonderful opportunity to connect, with volunteers joining us from our Central Office, Southern 
Office, Northern Base, and Western area. Moments like these remind us of the strength and reach of 
our volunteer community. 

 
The morning tea was a small token of appreciation for the 
countless seen and unseen contributions our volunteers 
make every day. Your commitment, compassion, and 
willingness to give so freely truly make a difference. 
 
A special highlight was the beautiful catering, thoughtfully 
prepared by one of our very own volunteers - an effort that 
was deeply appreciated by all. 
 
We also extend our sincere thanks to Foodland Munno 
Para for their generous donation, which helped us 
celebrate this special occasion. 
 
To all our volunteers - thank you. Your dedication and 
support are at the heart of everything we do, and we are 
truly grateful. 
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Focal Point: Listen to Beyond Blindness on Vision Australiaôs Focal Point Radio! 
3rd Wednesday of every month at 8pm. 
Hosted by Peter Greco. 
Listen live online at: radio.visionaustralia.org or on digital radio. 
Or listen to the podcasts at: radio.visionaustralia.org/podcasts/focalpoint 

Infoodle App: Have you downloaded the Infoodle App yet? It's the most convenient way 

to access the Beyond Blindness activity schedule and updates right from your phone or 

tablet. Simply search for "Infoodle" in the Google Play Store, or Apple App Store, 

download the app, search for "Beyond Blindness" and you can use the app as a public 

user - no login required. Remember to turn on notifications by clicking the circle in the top 

right hand corner, click "Settings", "Notifications", "Notification Topics" and toggle ON all 

the topics available.  

Member Quarterly Survey: Members, you should have received a quarterly survey in 
your email inbox, or to randomly selected Members, a courtesy phone call, regarding 
activities that were offered in Term 2 2026. 
 
We encourage your feedback about what you enjoyed, what might need improving, or 
other general feedback about Beyond Blindness services. Your submissions to this survey 
will help guide Beyond Blindness decisions and future activities. For Members without 
access to email, call our office to complete this survey over the phone. This survey will 
close on Friday 24th July 2026. 
 
Click the link in the email that was recently sent to you, or call 8367 6088 to participate.  
Thank you to Members who take the time to share your thoughts. Itôs always appreciated. 

IMPORTANT: We would like to remind everyone that there is still the risk of catching Covid and 
bringing it to Beyond Blindness activities and centres. For this reason, we kindly ask that you do not 
attend activities, volunteer, or come into the centres if you are sick, feel unwell, or have any cold, flu or 
respiratory symptoms. If you have any questions or concerns, contact your regionôs Member 
Engagement Officer. 

Update your details: Have you changed your contact details? Or have your personal circumstances 
changed? Get in touch to update your phone numbers, email, home or postal address, emergency contact 
person, medical information etc. Itôs important that all your information on our records is correct. Contact 
the Beyond Blindness office to change your details. 
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