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Season’s Greetings!!  
My goodness where has this year gone?  It is hard to believe that we are starting to prepare for the festive season. I think the lovely, cooler spring weather we have been experiencing caught me off guard but the heat is now upon us. In this edition we will have our usual reports for you to read and activities for the remainder of the year.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a great festive season and I will put the autumn edition of the Eye Contact together early next year.  Sounds strange I know, we have to see summer out. 

Manager’s Report

Another year is rapidly coming to an end and it’s that time again when we reflect on what we have achieved. Again BWA remains in good shape, serving our members well while continuing to remain in a strong financial position.  Last year I reported BWA had purchased an investment property at Glenelg to both return an income and provide members with subsidised holiday stays. I can now report our apartment purchase to be a success with many members taking advantage of a holiday stay and the apartment returning a healthy income to support our servers.  This year’s major project has been to look at options for our long term residents living at Cameron Ave and I am happy to report that our first member has now relocated successfully to a refurbished ACH retirement unit at Magill. The other three remaining residents will move in the New Year. Our many successes this year is a testament of the many thousands of hours of time put in by our volunteers. From those transporting our members to do shopping, to others cooking meals in our centre and to those serving on our board of management I thank you. And to my small team of dedicated staff I wish to thank you for your efforts throughout the year. I wish you all a very happy Christmas and hope to catch up with many of you at our Christmas events 

Jim Colligan 

From the Board

To those Members who attended the BWA Annual General Meeting which was held down south this year to give our Members in that region the chance to attend, I trust that you all enjoyed the event. Special thanks to Tracy and volunteers for the delicious lunch, Deb, Trudy, Visa, and Jackie and of course our volunteer drivers Brian and Pekka for their support and assistance. Congratulations to Maureen Montes and Sarah Savage on their re-election to the Board. We are planning to hold the AGM’s at different venues every year giving all Members the opportunity to attend.  We take this opportunity to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and look forward to providing services to our Members in 2018, in which we will celebrate the 80th AGM of the Blind Welfare Association.  Services and technology and community life now is a totally different experience for people who are blind than those of our founding Board in the Royal Institution for the Blind in 1937. The primary services provided in the first years were blankets and firewood. Catch you all next year.
Tony Starkey President BWA
Member Services Officer
Hi to all.  I guess another year is coming to a close and we are preparing for the holidays again. 2017 has been a very busy year as usual and BWA has provided many services to our Members during this period. There have been some outstanding events this year including the outdoor evening performance of Secret River in collaboration with Access to Arts and some of Members have also enjoyed discounted short breaks at our newly acquired investment property at Glenelg. We have also had some guest speakers this year who provided information regarding the N D I S and some methods of Positive Communication etc. Many of our Members have transitioned to My Age Care or undertook N D I S planning this year, and we continue to provide information and advice in these areas. We have also assisted one of our Members to relocate to A C H accommodation and plan to assist others who are eligible under our Better Housing Project criteria, to access similar independent living units early next year.
This year our AGM was held at Noarlunga to provide more southern members with the opportunity to attend and Tracy our Southern Services Coordinator, was able to provide scrumptiously catered refreshments. Two Board Member vacancies were voted on and previous incumbents were returned by a very close margin.

The Social Centre continues to buzz with activity and with the assistance of our great volunteers we have been able to offer our usual broad variety of interesting outings and special event days etc. I have also processed many Special Purpose Welfare Fund applications and would like to remind everyone to be very sure about the suitability of Adaptive Technologies to their personal needs, goals and capabilities in order to avoid disappointment. We have been once again able to provide 142 members with subsidies toward their power and telephone services and many people are currently accessing our Recreation and Development Funding for a wide range of personal development and training.
Staff had recently been working very hard preparing for our Commonwealth Home Support Program Quality Audit, which occurred on 25/10/17 and which was very comprehensive and particular this year. I am pleased to say that we received a high score and have some areas on which we are able to focus for our Continuous Improvement Cycle for this financial year. 
I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season and look forward to catching up and assisting you in 2018. All the very best and may 2018 offer you many joyful moments.
Debra
Southern Services Coordinator

Time has certainly flown by and this edition of Eye Contact marks a whole year as a BWA Team Member, in particular supporting southern members of the Association.

Over the year it has been my pleasure to connect in one way or another with most Members in the southern area. This has been through meeting with the many new Members that have joined in 2017, through the various social groups operating at present, home visits and via telephone.  As blindness affects people of all ages, with the range of eye conditions differing broadly, it certainly has been a year of learning and of observing what works in the daily lives of those with little or no vision and how BWA as an organisation can provide assistance. Supporting wellbeing and quality of life is very much forefront in the organisational mission. As such I would like to highlight the Recreation and Personal Development Subsidy currently available. This subsidy aims to enable Members to participate in courses or activities to develop new skills or to improve overall health and wellness. So if you have a personal interest or a recreational activity you would like to explore in 2018, I would encourage you make contact to discuss how BWA can assist you in achieving your goals.
With the end of the year fast approaching, many southern members are looking forward to the upcoming Christmas Lunch on Tuesday 5th December at the Woodcroft Tavern. If you would like to attend and have yet to RSVP please let me know as soon as possible. I wish you all a very Merry Christmas & New Year and a happy, safe and relaxing holiday season!

Tracy Reed, Southern Services Coordinator
PO Box 279 Aldinga Beach  S.A  5173
Email: treed@blindwelfare.org.au
Ph:  8 5 5 6 6 2 2 8  M:   0 4 3 8 0 5 1 2 3
 
Volunteer Officer
It’s very sad for me to report the passing of one of our wonderful volunteers, Irene Thompson.  Irene joined Blind Welfare in 2010 and I knew her for five of those years.  She was a very elegant lady, kind hearted, warm and generous and always had a smile on her face.  Wednesday was her day here attending to Members with their craft projects and she was well liked by our Members and of course with the other Volunteers she worked with.  She will be sadly missed.   Irene Thompson 17.8.1939 – 15.9.2017.
During this past month we had all been busy preparing for the audit regarding our Commonwealth funding.  We had been warned that this would be a fairly stringent look at our management processes and it was. The assessors interviewed members and volunteers and I’m pleased to report that they all gave glowing feedback on their activities here. 
Some of you will know these Volunteers but not realise how long they have been Volunteering for us:  Doug Adams 27 years, Robyn Doudle 25 and Gail Smith 19 - quite an achievement!
Christmas is fast approaching and plans have already been set for the Volunteers’ Lunch and invitations will go out shortly. I had a lovely two week break in October with my family in Queensland, the only disappointing aspect of that, was the weather was far better in Adelaide than up there.

Thank you to all our Volunteers as usual
Jackie McEwen Volunteer Officer 
 
Mobility Allowance 

If you have been receiving the Mobility Allowance and have gone on to the N D I S unfortunately you will automatically stop receiving Mobility Allowance once you become a participant of the National Disability Insurance Scheme. This is because the Mobility Allowance is provided to people for the specific purpose of assisting with the cost of transport and is not designed to supplement an individual’s income. Once you become a participant of the N D I S, the National Disability Insurance Agency is responsible for funding your transport-related needs so the payment from Centrelink stops. You can find more information about this arrangement at the following link:

https://www.ndis.gov.au/document/mobility-allowance-and-ndis
Blind Welfare Travel Club Program 2017

Dear Members and Friends

· BOOKINGS - Close at 8pm on the Tuesday prior to the trip 
· CHARGE -
Trips cost $32, which includes meals and admission charges to venues. There will be an extra charge of $5 for the longer trip to the Clare area

· DISCOUNT - $4 for meeting at pickup points. Please ask the Treasurer for information on pick up points 

· ANNUAL TRAVEL CLUB SUBS - $10 per person payable at the first outing for the year or a.s.a.p afterwards 

· ALL TRAVELLERS MUST BE - A Member, an Associate Member or a volunteer of the Blind Welfare Association

For information, OR wanting to attend, OR to cancel attendance on a trip please contact:

· Catherine Bottcher (Treasurer and Transport) Phone: 8 3 9 5 1 0 0 5
· Blind Welfare Association Phone 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 during business hours 
9am – 4pm

This Program could be changed if the venue specified is not available, but is correct at the time of printing.  The last Travel Club outing for 2017 will be held on December 9th.  We will have morning tea at the Social Centre and lunch at a local hotel.

NOTE: In the event of the temperature forecast being 36o or more on the Friday 6pm evening news the trip will be cancelled.  The Hot Weather Policy is strictly adhered to and there will be no further notifications.

OAKS LIBERTY APARTMENT GLENELG

If you are interested in staying at the Oaks Liberty Apartment in Glenelg please give me a call on 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 or email info@blindwelfare.org.au with your preferred stay dates and I will do the rest.  Please remember that the apartment is for BWA members only and you must be the one staying there.  You are most welcome to take a family member, carer or friend with you as there are 2 bedrooms, however you cannot make a booking and then offer it to someone else.  Members can stay once a year at a cost of $100 for 3 nights and $80 extra per night for up to 7 nights.  This is an unbelievable offer.  

Deidre Gavros Administration Coordinator

Transport

If you require transport please remember that we need at least 7 business days’ notice to try and organise this for you. If you wish to attend an activity in the Social Centre we also need advance notice.  If your plans change or you are unwell, please notify the office as soon as possible.  Thank you for your understanding.
Social Activities for TERM 4 2017
All Members are welcome to attend all the activities in the program. Please contact the BWA office if you wish to attend, as some activities require attendance numbers in advance for transport and catering.  Phone 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8

All Social Centre attendances incur a $3.00 fee.  This fee contributes to keeping the Centre running (cleaning, utility costs, transport, catering supplies & more). Lunches available at Social Centre activities from $4.00

WEEK 8

Monday 4th 


Movie ten am to twelve noon - PS I Love You 

Social Group one to two thirty 

John Kampes one thirty to two thirty 
Tuesday 5th 


Singing Group ten thirty to twelve noon
Wednesday 6th 

Chat ‘n’ Craft ten to twelve thirty
Thursday 7th 


Social Group ten thirty to two 
Taste of India Lunch  

$8.00 + $3.00

Friday 8th 



Chat ‘n’ Craft ten to twelve thirty
Crosswords with Ray

Walking Group ten thirty to twelve noon
WEEK 9

Monday 11th   

Movie ten to twelve noon 
Social Group one to two thirty - Christmas Trivia

Tuesday 12th    


Singing Group ten thirty to twelve thirty 
Wednesday 13th  

Chat ‘n’ Craft ten to twelve thirty 
Tech Corner ten thirty to twelve noon
Planning meeting & morning tea

BWA Member Christmas Lunch
The Members Christmas Lunch will be held at the Gillies Plains Social Centre on Wednesday 14th December from ten thirty to two thirty. A traditional roast turkey lunch will be served which will be fully subsidized by the Association again this year. All Members are welcome to join in the celebrations and transport may be arranged. Numbers for lunch and transport are limited, so please let us know if you would like to come along as soon as you can. Please R S V P by 4th December on telephone 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 or via email on tee thain@blindwelfare.org.au
IMPORTANT DATES

Tuesday 5th December - Members’ Christmas party (southern area) 
Thursday 14th December – Members’ Christmas party (Gillies Plains) 

Friday 15th December - Social Centre is closed and ‘one on one’ appointments cease

Tuesday 19th December – Volunteer Christmas celebration

Thursday 21st December – BWA office closed from four thirty 
Monday 8th January – BWA office opens

Monday 15th January – ‘one on one’ appointments recommence

Monday 29th January – Social Centre reopens
Editors Comment

I hope you enjoyed this edition of your Eye Contact.  If you would like to make a contribution to our next copy which is due out in early 2018, please forward it on to the BWA office or speak to one of the staff and they will do the rest. Contact details are as follows:

Telephone:  8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 Fax:
8 3 6 9 0 0 6 3 

E-mail: info@blindwelfare.org.au  

Web site: www.blindwelfare.org.au
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all


