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Welcome to our first Eye Contact for 2017 where you will notice that from now on we will be having an autumn, winter, spring and summer edition and we will be publishing a little later than before but you will still have the four editions per year.

As usual you will be able to read what is coming up for the next few months with the program for activities and other relevant events.  We would also like feedback on what you would like to read or if there are items you wish to longer see.  Mind you, it will depend on your responses.  As usual contact the office by phone or sending in an e-mail. 

Board Report

Welcome to a new and exciting year, I trust you had a good Christmas and New Year Celebrations.
Our subsidy program for the Oaks Apartment has been well received and a number of Members have already enjoyed a pleasant stay at Glenelg. Please note at this stage the subsidy of 3 nights for $100 will remain until 30 September 2017 when we will review patronage and overall cost to the Association.
In July the NDIS will open for participants aged 18 to 64 in the North – Salisbury and Playford Councils and the eastern suburbs of Port Adelaide and Enfield.
A number of our Members will be eligible. This Scheme will provide support and equipment to allow people with disabilities to achieve their goals and live independently in the community. BWA believes that there will still be a need for our services but just to advise in advance the SPWF Equipment Grants will be unavailable to Members under 65 years as the NDIS will provide Adaptive Technology.  Applications may be considered if the equipment has been denied by NDIS but may be deemed necessary by BWA.  Also those Members who receive Aged Care Packages from February 27th 2017 can now decide on how they wish to spend their packages. This is part of Consumer Directed Care Reforms and will change how service providers interact with you.  If you have any queries please talk to Deb or Tracey, Member Services.
BWA is always looking for innovative and new services to offer our Members so please pass on to our Staff any ideas or suggestions and if possible, and within resources, we will implement them. Remember social interaction and participation increases well being and a healthily life style.
TONY STARKEY
President BWA
From the Manager

The year is off to a flying start.  As usual Trudy has developed an innovative program for the Social Centre with Volunteers and Members already enjoying the first of our mosaic classes and the Arts Group participating in choir practice under the expert supervision of Norma Knight and Malcolm Day. 
In the south there has already been a bus trip and dolphin cruise and groups from both north and south have met with coordinators to plan for the year. 

Staff are working on ideas for the year and our Board of Management is already working on budgets and priorities for 2017/18. I have also met with Staff from RSB to ensure our services are well targeted and the programs we fund are continuing to offer opportunities to Members without duplicating services offered by the other blindness agencies. 
We have had steady interest in our new holiday apartment with Members taking advantage of this wonderful facility over Christmas and the New Year and of course our team of Volunteers are back on deck providing much needed assistance and transport to make all the activities happen. 
JIM COLLIGAN

BWA Manager

Member Services Officer (North)

Hi all, I hope everyone had a relaxing holiday break and that you are all excited about the potential of the New Year.  The Social Centre is back in full swing now and I understand that there are couple of new groups which have been formed for 2017 and I’m sure there will be some very interesting announcements regarding their planned activities. In the first quarter of this year, Staff will be attending a planning day to decide on team strategies and training opportunities to support the “Best Practice” delivery of services to our members. 

I am very pleased to have been involved in 2016 with a special working party who have finalised a position paper to put forward to the Department of Health in relation to highly vulnerable people and the new My Age Care system. The staff team have also been involved in a very productive training session with our data base provider and have successfully requested some modifications which will improve our reporting and procedural capacities. The team will now be meeting regularly to discuss and upgrade our data base usage.
The first performance of the Out of the Square (OOTS) community concerts at the Parks Community Theatre was held in February and we are hoping to increase interest in attendance this year. Our Country Music Group will be recommencing in February and the monthly Travel Group in March.  We look forward to our continued collaboration with other service delivery agencies in order to provide enhanced outcomes for our members and both the Southern Services Coordinator and I, will be engaging the wider community with presentations of our BWA Power Point.
I am very pleased to let everyone know that we are now receiving many more on-line applications via our enhanced website, thanks to the great work of our Administration Assistant who constantly updates our cyber presence.

Well that’s all from me for now and so until next time here is an interesting observation …
Quote from Mother Teresa, ‘I can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; together we can do great things’.

Debra
Southern Services Coordinator  
Hello everyone. Well time seems to have flown by and it’s already been over 3 months since starting my position as Southern Services Coordinator at BWA. It has been a real pleasure to become part of the great team here at BWA. Over the past months I have been setting up my home based office space at Aldinga Beach and getting to know the new position role and responsibility. I had the opportunity to meet with several Members and Volunteers at the Christmas Lunch on 6th December and have been getting out and about to meet with others through home visits.  
The program for the SE Social Group and the SE bus trips are underway with the first social group providing further opportunity to meet with members and gather ideas about people’s interests for the coming year.  New memberships have included 4 from the southern area since November with many Members accessing the various subsidies available. The opportunity for assistance in accessing specialist adaptive technology through BWA is a particularly valuable aspect of what is available. It has been very interesting learning about the different devices and applications which can assist people greatly in everyday living.  
I have also enjoyed an on air interview through RPH radio and a speaking engagement for a group at the Marion Friendship Club which all goes toward raising awareness of what BWA has to offer.
Looking forward to the coming year unfolding and ensuring southern members are well supported. 
TRACY REED
Southern Services Coordinator
Volunteer Officer
37 Volunteers, James Colligan (BWA Manager) and myself, attended our Northern Volunteers’ Christmas lunch, which was held at the Walker’s Arms on 20 December and was enjoyed by all.  Each Volunteer received a Certificate of Appreciation plus a movie voucher.  We are looking at the possibility of running our commercial again in the coming months so look out of it.   It will be run either on Network 10 or the Nine Network.  
We are always looking for new Volunteers and if anybody knows someone who may be interested in becoming a volunteer please tell them to contact me on 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 or Tracy in the Southern area on 0 4 3 8 0 5 1 2 2 3. 
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS.

JACKIE McEWEN
Volunteer Officer 

OAKS LIBERTY APARTMENT GLENELG

If you are interested in staying at the Oaks Liberty Apartment in Glenelg please call me on 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8.  I am happy to chat to you about the unit and answer any questions you may have.  If you have preferred stay dates I will liaise with Oaks to ascertain if the unit is available.  Once confirmed you will receive a confirmation letter along with an invoice for payment.  As mentioned in the President’s report, bookings are able to be made for stays up til the end of September.  Please remember that this unit is for BWA members only and you must be the one staying there.  You are most welcome to take a family member, carer or friend with you as there are 2 bedrooms, however you cannot make a booking and then offer it to someone else.  
DEIDRE GAVROS

Administration Coordinator

SPWF SUBSIDIES

Just a reminder that if you are interested in any of BWA’s subsidies for example Home Maintenance or Adaptive Technology, you must apply first.  Each application must be on the relevant application form along with any required documentation. Your application will then be assessed and you will be advised of the outcome.  Please do not go ahead and purchase equipment or engage the services of a gardener or similar as BWA does not pay retrospectively.  If you need any further clarification please call Debra Beeby on 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 or 
Tracy Reed on 8 5 5 6 6 2 2 8.  
Blind Welfare Travel Club Program 2017
Dear Members and Friends

· BOOKINGS - Close at 8pm on the Tuesday prior to the trip 
· CHARGE -
Trips cost $32 which includes meals and admission charges to venues. There will be an extra charge of $5 for the longer trip to the Clare area
· DISCOUNT- $4 for meeting at pickup points. Please ask the Treasurer for information on pick up points 

· ANNUAL TRAVEL CLUB SUBS - $10 per person payable at the first outing for the year or a.s.a.p afterwards 
· ALL TRAVELLERS MUST BE - A Client, an Associate Member or a Volunteer of the Blind Welfare Association
For information, OR wanting to attend, OR to cancel attendance on a trip please contact:

· Catherine Bottcher (Treasurer and Transport) Phone: 8 3 9 5 1 0 0 5
· Blind Welfare Association  Phone 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 during business hours 
9am – 4pm

This Program could be changed if the venue specified is not available, but is correct at the time of printing in November 2016 
2017 PROGRAM

April 15th
St. Peters Cathedral and lunch at the Empire Hotel, Prospect

May 13th
St Kilda Tram Museum, Virginia Nursery, lunch at the St Kilda Hotel

June 10th
Blythe Cinema and lunch at the Blythe Hotel.  

July 8th 
Grove Venue.  Lunch on site. Afternoon Tea at Gawler

August 12th
Singing Gallery at McLaren Vale, lunch at the Alma Hotel, Willunga.

September 9th
Platform 1, Little Hampton.  Lunch at the Little Hampton Hotel

October 14
AGM at the Social Centre.  Lunch at the Para Hills Community Club

November 11th
Sellicks Hill Budda Statue and lunch locally OR



Cleland Reserve, with lunch there.

December 9th
Morning tea at the Social Centre, and lunch at a local hotel.

NOTE: In the event of the temperature forecast being 36o or more on the Friday 6pm evening news the trip will be cancelled.  The Hot Weather Policy is strictly adhered to and there will be no further notifications.

Travel Section 

Thought it might be a good idea to introduce a “Travel Section” to the Newsletter, giving readers the opportunity to see what is available and also hear of other’s experiences while travelling. Please feel free to contribute and share as we can learn from others.
Escorted Vision Impaired Cruise Tour

For over 10 years Travel Tree has designed and escorted a vision impaired tour to the most interesting places and through a perceived demand, has decided to design a cruise tour to South East Asia visiting Singapore, Penang, Langkawi & Phuket. George Booth who will once again travel with the group to ensure all needs are met and a good time is had by all, has escorted all the tours! 
The fact that flights, taxes, airport & cruise port transfers, hotel with breakfast, all meals and international entertainment on-board the cruise plus exclusive shore excursion arrangements makes this a very inclusive holiday. 

7 nights/8 days – departing Australia Sunday 11th June 2017 and returning to Australia Sunday 18th June 2017.

Package Pricing (per person twin share - other cabin grades are available, please enquire)

Ex Perth $2,530 outside cabin $2,730 ocean view cabin

Ex East States $2,600 outside cabin $2,800 ocean view cabin

Cruise Itinerary

12/06 Singapore
13/06 Penang, Malaysia 
14/06 Langkawi, Malaysia 
15/06 Phuket, Thailand 
16/06 At sea
17/06 Singapore 

NOTE:  For vision impaired persons it is necessary to have a sighted companion for the duration of the tour. Travel Insurance is compulsory and a valid Australian passport with at least 6 months validity is required. A deposit of $300 per person is required within 7 days of confirmation with the balance due by the 20th March 2017. Prices are based on minimum tour numbers met. 
Tour escort on tour (subject to minimum 20 persons on tour) 
· Economy class flights Australia to Singapore and return flying Singapore Airlines 

· Current airport taxes and charges 

· 1 night pre-cruise accommodation at Peninsula Excelsior Hotel 

· 1 night post-cruise accommodation at Peninsula Excelsior Hotel 

· Return airport transfers 

· Transfers to/from hotel to cruise port in Singapore 

· 5 night cruise on Royal Caribbean’s Voyager of the Seas inclusive of port charges and pre-paid gratuities 

· Your choice of stateroom on-board the ship 

· Exclusive shore excursions in Penang, Langkawi, Phuket & Singapore 

· All meals & entertainment on-board the ship 

For bookings and information Chris Dagostino on 0 8 9 3 8 2 5 0 8 4 or chrisd@traveltree.com.au 

Travel Tree (Australasia) Pty Ltd ABN 1 2 0 0 9 0 2 8 0 0 4 
Accessible Tourism in Venice…New dates!
Spring: 31st March, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th April 2017

Autumn: 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th of September 2017
Thanks to the collaboration between the social and responsible tourism Association Esplora and the Onlus association La Girobussola, a new path to accessible tourism and tactile experiences is born for the blind and vision impaired community. This is not just a trip; we want to offer a real experience with all our passion. The program, based on an ideal period of four days, provides various interactive experiences – specifically designed for blind people, consisting of informal but informational oral descriptions and tactile support materials. Thanks to these methods, we'll cover different topics such as Venice's layout and districts, its day-to-day life, the names of places, the important link with the lagoon, traditions etc.  The whole trip will be combined with a real exploration of the town, of its masterpieces but also of less well-known places through different tactile, audio and, why not, activates around the sense of taste! Naturally in our program we will not miss out on the symbolic places of Venice, like San Marco's square and its Basilica, the Palazzo Ducale (Doge’s Palace), the Rialto Bridge, the Customs Point, the fish market, the Venice Lido, the Jewish ghetto; all these places as seen.... for other eyes!

We'll enter into the life of Venetians by providing the traveller with the concrete sensation of the town’s daily life. Please, read the attachments (pdf and txt files), and discover which amazing adventures we will live together!

And what about the price? The fee for a group of 4 people for 4 days (3 nights) starts from just €400 per person and it includes:

• A Membership card of the Association

• All the above-mentioned workshops and interactive experiences.

• All the multisensory experiences and explorations, including the descriptions, guided talks and the provision and use of particular adapted materials (tactile maps)

• A Venetian Esplora member who is expert of the town
• Trip to and from Murano Island

• Help with booking hotels

But most important, the fee includes specialized guidance, with a ratio of one for two blind or vision impaired people. So you can come just by yourself if you prefer!  Our tours are made for little groups, in respect of responsible tourism principles, in order to take special care of each person so that everyone can enjoy the whole trip and the town. For accompanied tourists or organisational groups, please contact us for a detailed quotation.
And if Venice is not enough for you, we can invite you to discover how it feels to be surrounded by one of the biggest and best preserved historical centres in the world, indulging in a plate of “tortellini” or “tagliatelle al ragù” in Bologna.

Or what about Naples or Rome? We can arrange a long trip in Italy and we promise you will not forget it! This and much more with us.

For further details, costs and booking write to:

info@girobussola.org - Marta +3 9 3 2 0 2 5 1 9 1 1 5
Explore the world responsibly!!!

Who we are: Born in Bologna (Italy), in 2013, La Girobussola is a no-profit association which encourages vision impaired people's mobility, interpreted as a complete experience of traveling, conversing, cultural changing and meeting with another community.  Our mission is promoting less-favored people's social inclusion, designing knowledge's itineraries which appraise a multi-sensorial approach to understanding urban spaces and architectural, cultural and artistic beauties of our land. La Girobussola's association won the first prize in IT.A.CÀ Festival of Responsible Tourism, presenting "Bologna in tutti sensi" ("Bologna's every sense")'s project.

Paolo Giacomoni

President of La Girobussola Association
Dignity Party MLC Kelly Vincent – Media release
Web of political access designed for all
South Australian Dignity Party MLC, Kelly Vincent has proudly launched her party’s new website.  It is the only political party website in Australia known to meet international W3C accessibility standards. “It is a great thing to be launching a new website along with our new name: Dignity Party,” says Kelly Vincent. “I am, however, disheartened to see that this new party website, along with my own updated website (kellyvincentmlc.com), is the only political website in Australia that meets international accessibility standards under the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI).  “Too many government websites are inaccessible to people who use screen readers to access them.  “Websites are frequently difficult to navigate, littered with broken links and without photo descriptions (necessary to assist blind users).
“Naturally, people with disabilities need to be able to access political and government information and with so much official information now only being provided in online format, it is essential that this be provided in accessible formats. 
“It is hoped that we will see more acknowledgement of universal design principles in online platforms in 2017 rather than IT boffins ignorantly designing pretty sites that effectively lock out many users.  It is imperative that we make information accessible to people with disabilities including auditory, cognitive, neurological, physical, speech, and visual disabilities.
“In the lead up to the 2018 state election, I call on other parties and candidates to follow Dignity Party’s lead to ensure their websites are accessible to all,” said Ms Vincent.

Kind regards, Cathi
Cathi Tucker, Manager

Office of Dignity Party MLC, Hon Kelly Vincent

Parliament House ADELAIDE  5000

Phone: (0 8) 8 2 3 7 9 5 4 3

Email: vincent.office@parliament.sa.gov.au
Web:  kellyvincentmlc.com
I would like everyone to know that I now have an audio recording on CD of the book I wrote called 'Can't Get You Out Of My Head'. The book covers how I lost my sight and how I've coped and adapted to this big change in my life. The CD is read by a reader from the 'Vision Australia Library' and is priced at $14.95 and can be bought using my website, which is www.vividpublishing.com.au/cantgetyououtofmyhead
The website also contains the back cover blurb, my biography and also some reviews of my book. There is also a printed version of the book still available.

If you don't want to pay online, then send me an email to organise an alternative option.  My email address is ncatalanowriter@gmail.com 
Thanks for your support!  Nicola Catalano 
Editors Comment

I hope you enjoyed this edition of your Eye Contact.  If you would like to make a contribution to our next copy, which is due out, in early winter 2017 please forward it on to the BWA office or speak to one of the Staff and they will do the rest. Contact details are as follows:

Telephone:  8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 Fax:
8 3 6 9 0 0 6 3 

E-mail: info@blindwelfare.org.au  

Web site: www.blindwelfare.org.au
