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Welcome to the Spring edition of the Eye Contact.  For all you football followers, it’s getting to the pointy end of the season where fingers are crossed that hopefully one of our South Aussie teams could take home the bragging rights for the year.  As usual there are updates in this edition informing you of what is happening within the Organisation and the support for our Members. 
Please note, I have popped in a couple of articles from the last edition, as the information is relevant.

Manager’s Report

It’s September already and it has brought the sunshine and the BWA team has been working hard on a number of fronts. Can you believe we are already planning for Christmas activities? 
The Special Welfare Funds application form for Recurrent Subsidy (Power & Phone) have been posted out to all members and are now currently being processed.  Our first Cameron Avenue resident has moved to the ACH group retirement village James Evans Court at Magill. The other four will make the move in the New Year. The team has been working on improving our quality systems ready for the upcoming Aged Care Standards audit happening in October. These audits happen every three years and Members over 65 wishing to participate will be notified when the AGM invitations go out.
I have been negotiating with our friends at the RSB and our Board have extended our recreation funding to RSB for another 6 months enabling BWA Members to continue in many RSB run activities.
The Board has also been looking at some way to honour the late Trevor Frost, whom many of you will remember for his work at the RSB Low Vision Centre and his contribution to the community.   I have been in discussion about this with South Australian School for The Vision impaired (SASVI) and more news and information will be made available about this at our AGM.
As usual our many wonderful Volunteers have also been hard at it with transport, social support, shopping, craft support and meal preparation at our Giles Plains centre.  Thank you and well done to all those involved.

Looking forward to some more spring weather 

Jim Colligan Manager
From the Board

Better Housing Project/Glenelg Apartment: the Board is pleased that in addition to our regular services we were able to deliver greater benefit to Members over the past 12 months. We were most pleased with our financial position at the end of June and will present the audited statement at the AGM. After reviewing the operation of the Glenelg Apartment and ensuring that patronage and equity of use was achieved we were happy to open up the bookings for 2017/18.
Also this month our first resident has transferred to ACH Newton under the Better Housing Project. I believe that all went well and our member is very happy. Further news will follow in this edition from Deb Beeby.
The Board takes this opportunity to thank the Staff for managing the funds throughout the year and implementing the new initiatives in addition to our existing services.
See you all at the AGM.
Tony Starkey BWA President
Member Services Officer (North)

In this issue of Eye Contact I’d like to confirm that BWA will be audited by the Commonwealth Dept. of Health in relation to our Home Support Program Services. These services apply to all our Members who are over 65 years old, or 55 if of indigenous background, and who are receiving the services the Dept. specifies. The services we are funded to provide under the Commonwealth Home Support Program or CHSP are Group Social Activities, Individual Accompanied Activities and Transport.  People receiving these services through My Age Care are not funded under this Program with BWA, but may be receiving these services without Government funding support to the organisation as such.

All of our Members will have received a letter outlining the audit process along with the BWA Annual General Meeting (AGM) notification. The audit will be conducted on-site on 25th October and this year the AGM will be held on Saturday 28th October at the Noarlunga Office of RSB. We look forward to seeing more of our Southern Region Members attending. Although some limited transport will be available, any request for support to attend must be lodged with the Gilles Plains Office by close of business on Monday 25th of September. Meanwhile all the staff are working very hard preparing for our Quality Audit and we are confident that our processes will comply. If you have any questions about what will be involved, please don’t hesitate to give me a call.

Thought for this issue:- “Invisible threads are the strongest ties.” (Friedrich Nietzsche)

Debra Beeby
Southern Services Coordinator

Hoping this spring edition finds you beginning to enjoy brighter days after a very cold spell indeed. The past few months have seen the continuation of our Social Groups with bus trips including a great day out in Hahndorf visiting Beerenberg Farm and also linking in with the recent SALA (South Australian Living Artist) program where we visited Sauer Bier House at Port Noarlunga and enjoyed a talk by the current Artist in residence. A highlight of the monthly social group at Woodcroft Christian Centre was a wonderful performance by the Brighton High School choir, which lifted the spirits of all who attended. The South East Book Club is also continuing with a monthly audio book selection and catch up at Mockingbird Lounge on Broadway at Glenelg North. For those who would like to connect with the book club but are unable to attend the monthly conversation, there is now an email contact option. Book club volunteer facilitator Wendy and I will provide details of the monthly book selection and discussion questions for your consideration so please join us if you wish to link in. Indeed if you would like to link in with any of these programs please don’t hesitate to contact me, the more the merrier!
Getting the word out into the community of the work of BWA and what is available is very important and as such I am at times invited to speak to Community Groups. Recently this included a group at the Seaford Community Centre Men’s Breakfast. The group was very receptive of the information provided and gained insight into the world of a legally blind person. Of course I am always on the hunt for volunteers to assist in social support for our Members and these talks provide a good opportunity to promote volunteering!  A big thank you to our group of Southern Volunteers some of whom underwent Sighted Guide Training recently. Training provides a great opportunity to improve our skills which all goes towards being able to offer a better experience for BWA Members.
A warm welcome to Art Therapy Student Debbie who is partially undergoing her student placement with BWA. Over the next few months Debbie will be offering Art Therapy sessions to several BWA Members. Art Therapy has many benefits and provides a unique opportunity to explore issues in a creative and supportive environment. We are very much looking forward to having Debbie on board.

The upcoming AGM on Saturday 28th October is to be held down south this year at RSB Noarlunga. This will provide a great opportunity for Members in the southern region to take part so I encourage anyone who would like to be involved to come along.  Look forward to meeting with you there.

All the very best

Tracy Reed Southern Services Coordinator
Blind Welfare Association
PO Box 279
Aldinga Beach  SA  5173
Email: treed@blindwelfare.org.au  Ph:  85566228 M:   0438 051 223
Volunteer Officer
During July we held another training session on Food Safety and Handling and 21 volunteers and staff attended.  Some volunteers have attended this training more than once but it is very important to reiterate the need for diligence when dealing with food preparation. Five volunteers and I completed training on how to handle wheelchairs explaining safe ways to negotiate steps and slopes.  This training also covered the best way to place a wheelchair in a vehicle.  

It’s a coincidence that I have been asking volunteers if since turning 16 years of age they have been a citizen or permanent resident of a country/countries other than Australia.  It has nothing to do with the current political debacle but a requirement for auditing purposes. 

Our volunteer numbers have decreased again, mainly due to people getting full time employment, which is great for them, but not for BWA.  
If you know of anybody that is interested in becoming a volunteer, please give them my name and phone number so they can have a chat with me.  We are always looking for drivers, especially females.

Roll on spring, had enough of this cold weather!!

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS AS USUAL.

Jackie McEwen Volunteer Officer
The new $10 note with tactile features – Coming Soon!
Following the release of the $5 note, the new $10 bank note with tactile features will be released into general circulation from 20 September 2017.  The new note has world-leading security features, including a clear top-to-bottom window and a tactile feature so that it can be recognised by people with a vision impairment.

The note continues to feature two of Australia’s most prominent writers, Dame Mary Gilmore and AB ‘Banjo’ Paterson.  The Reserve Bank has been working with cash handlers, businesses and machine manufacturers to ensure that the new notes can be used in a broad range of transactions, including in machines that take or dispense bank notes.  The existing series of bank notes can continue to be used, as all previously issued bank notes remain legal tender.  For more information go to www.banknotes.rba.gov.au or email banknotes@rba.gov.au Phone Toll Free 1800 633 220 
Blind Welfare Travel Club Program 2017

Dear Members and Friends

· BOOKINGS - Close at 8pm on the Tuesday prior to the trip 
· CHARGE -
Trips cost $32, which includes meals and admission charges to venues. There will be an extra charge of $5 for the longer trip to the Clare area
· DISCOUNT - $4 for meeting at pickup points. Please ask the Treasurer for information on pick up points 

· ANNUAL TRAVEL CLUB SUBS - $10 per person payable at the first outing for the year or a.s.a.p afterwards 
· ALL TRAVELLERS MUST BE – A Member, an Associate Member or a volunteer of the Blind Welfare Association

For information, OR wanting to attend, OR to cancel attendance on a trip please contact:

· Catherine Bottcher (Treasurer and Transport) Phone: 8 3 9 5 1 0 0 5
· Blind Welfare Association  Phone 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 during business hours 
9am – 4pm

This Program could be changed if the venue specified is not available, but is correct at the time of printing.
2017 Program
October 14
AGM at the Social Centre.  Lunch at the Para Hills Community Club

November 11th
Sellicks Hill Budda Statue and lunch locally OR



Cleland Reserve, with lunch there.

December 9th
Morning tea at the Social Centre, and lunch at a local hotel.

NOTE: In the event of the temperature forecast being 36o or more on the Friday 6pm evening news the trip will be cancelled.  The Hot Weather Policy is strictly adhered to and there will be no further notifications.

BWA Office House-Keeping 

As mentioned the 1st AGM notice has been sent out.  Completed nomination forms for the Board of Management and any general business items or notices of motion need to be returned to BWA so that they are received no later than 5.00pm on Monday 25th September, 2017. The Constitution does not provide for general discussion on matters of which prior notice has not been given.  A second notice and Agenda will be sent out prior to the meeting.  

We are in the process of sorting through applications for the 2017-2018 Power & Phone Subsidy.  A staff member will contact you if you have applied but have not provided all of the required information.  Subject to funds, payments for approved applicants will be made automatically at the end of October and April.  If you prefer to have your payment made via bank deposit instead of a cheque please call the office and let us know.

Just a reminder about the apartment at the Oaks Liberty Towers in Glenelg.  If you would like to book a stay, please call me on 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 and I will organise it for you.  I am happy to chat to you about the unit and answer any questions you may have.  Please remember that this unit is only for BWA members and you must be the one staying there.  You are most welcome to take family members, carers or friends with you as there are 2 bedrooms, however you cannot make a booking and then offer it to someone else. The special BWA member rate of only $100 for 3 nights and $80 for any extra nights (up to 7 nights per year) is an unbelievable offer.  
Deidre Gavros Administration Coordinator

Transport
BWA should not be your first option if you require transport however if you have tried other sources without success please remember that we need at least 7 business days’ notice to try and organise this for you.  If you wish to attend an activity in the social centre we also need advance notice, preferably not on the day of the activity.  If your plans change or you are unwell, please notify the office as soon as possible.  Thank you for your understanding.
SAPOL Home Assist Program – for eligible service users
The South Australian Police SAPOL Home Assist Program is a Commonwealth and State funded program aimed at improving home security and personal safety to eligible people 65 years and over; Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people (50 years and over) and under 65 years living with a disability, or carers of people with a disability.  The Home Assist Program can provide a number of services including;
•     A free home security audit.  A police officer will come and visit the client and conduct a free security audit of their home.  The client is provided with a written document highlighting safety and security issues that could be improved.
•       Educational presentations to groups of 15 or more on topics including home and personal safety and safety for resident in an aged care facility.
•       Educational presentations to service providers on safety in the client’s home.
For more information contact the SAPOL Home Assist Coordinator on 7 3 2 2 3 2 1 1
Social Activities for TERM 3 2017
All Members are welcome to attend all the activities in the program.

Please contact the BWA office to attend as some activities require attendance numbers in advance for transport and catering

PHONE: 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8

All Social Centre Activities incur a $3.00 Fee 

This fee contributes to keeping the Centre running.

(Cleaning, Utility Costs, Transport, Catering Supplies & More)

Lunches available at Social Centre activities

From $4.00
There is only a couple of weeks left until end of Term 3 but activities are as follows:
WEEK 9

Monday 18th   

Movie 10.00 – 12.00 
Social Group 1.00 – 2.00 - Scattergories
Tuesday 19th    


Singing Group 10.30 – 12.30

Wednesday 20th  

Chat ‘n’ Craft 10.00 – 12.30

Thursday 21st   


Social Group 10.00 – 2.00

TBA

Friday 22nd  


Chat ‘n’ Craft 10.00 – 12.30

Crosswords with Ray

Ingle Farm Shopping 10.30 – 12.00

Bingo – 1.00 – 2.00

WEEK 10

Monday 25th   

Movie 10.00 – 12.00 

Social Group 1.00 – 3.00 
John Kampes1.30 – 2.30

Tuesday 26th   
Art Group 10.30 – 12.30

Wednesday 27th   

Chat ‘n’ Craft 10.00 – 12.30

Thursday 28th 


Social Group 10.00 – 2.00

End of Winter Lunch – Hearty Stew 

$9.00 + $3.00

Friday 29th 


Chat ‘n’ Craft 10.00 – 12.30

Walking Group 10.30 – 12.00
END OF TERM 3

During the holiday break we will be having a BBQ for World Sight Day.   This will be held at Gilles Plains on Thursday 12th October from 11.00am – 2.00pm.  Cost is $9.00 plus the $3.00 amenities fee.  Numbers for lunch and transport are needed for catering purposes, so let us know if you would like to come along. Please RSVP by 30th September on telephone 8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 or email on Trudy at tthain@blindwelfare.org.au
Please note that Term 4 activities begin on Monday 16th October
Editors Comment

I hope you enjoyed this edition of your Eye Contact.  If you would like to make a contribution to our next copy which is due out in early Summer 2017, please forward it on to the BWA office or speak to one of the staff and they will do the rest. Contact details are as follows:

Telephone:  8 3 6 7 6 0 8 8 Fax:
8 3 6 9 0 0 6 3 

E-mail: info@blindwelfare.org.au  

Web site: www.blindwelfare.org.au
